www.nationalpackagingcovenant.org.au
npc @ packagingcovenant.org.au
(03) 9861 2322

Level 6, 457 St Kilda Road,
Melbourne, VIC 3004

The National Packaging Covenant

What is the National Packaging Covenant?

The National Packaging Covenant is a unique, world
leading model for the management of used
packaging. It is a national initiative between the
packaging supply chain and governments to reduce
the amount of used packaging going to landfill. No
other global packaging policy has achieved the level
of participation as that of the Covenant.

How does it work?

Industry, governments and community groups sign
and commit to improved environmental packaging
outcomes. Signing is voluntary, yet brand owners who
do not sign may face state government regulations, to
ensure that signatories are not disadvantaged.
Signatories represent more than 80% of all packaged
retail brands sold in Australia turning over an
estimated $130 billion per annum.

Sustainable outcomes

The Covenant has a target to achieve a national
packaging recycling rate of 65% by 2010. By this time
an additional 3.5 million tonnes of used packaging will
be diverted from landfill. The Covenant incorporates a
code of practice to guide companies towards
designing a sustainable packaging system by
encouraging innovation and optimisation. This will
evolve over time through continuous improvement and
the introduction of new materials and technologies.

Advantages to signing the Covenant

Save money: Internally reviewing use of materials,
energy and water — can save money and increase
efficiency.

Help projects. Industry signatories make a financial
contribution  which is matched equally by
Governments. This money helps fund a range of
projects across Australia such as litter education
programs, improved glass recycling systems or new
markets for reprocessed plastics.

Look good: Participating in the Covenant shows
your environmental conscience to customers and
stakeholders and makes you look good. It can
generate an increase in awareness of environmental
issues within the organisation.

Updates: Keep-up-to-date and network with experts
in the relevant industries and find out about new
technologies. Just email and find out more:

npc@ packagingcovenant.org.au

Avoid regulation: Being a compliant Covenant
signatory exempts brand owners from more onerous
regulations.

A signatory to
the National Packaging Covenant

Smarter packaging, less waste, cleaner environment
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